
Friday 17 June 2022  
  
SPIRIT PRAYER 
  
I Focus Centring On God's Presence   
  
Today , as I.begin this time of prayer, I take time to still myself in the presence of God.– time 
to breathe deeply, in and out –   remembering that it is the Holy Spirit – the breath of God –
 who gives me life and renews me each day. 
  
Psalm 104 verse 30:  
You send forth your spirit, giving life to all things; you renew the face of the earth. 

Father, I welcome you. Jesus, I welcome you. Holy Spirit, I welcome you.  
  
....In the silence I pray ...  
  
This week, our theme is the Holy Spirit and prayer. Today we’re learning about how, as we 
pray, the Holy Spirit gives us the gift of being prophets – spokespersons – for God. 

In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus reassures his anxious disciples that the Holy Spirit will equip them 
for the public ministry to which they are called. 

Luke chapter 12 verses 11 and 12 
11 When they bring you before the synagogues, the rulers, and the authorities, do not worry 
about how you are to defend yourselves or what you are to say; 12 for the Holy Spirit will 
teach you at that very hour what you ought to say.’ 



We might think that this calling is just for a few special Christians. But there’s a story in the 
book of Numbers which gives a rather different picture: 

Numbers chapter 11 verses 26 to 29 
26 Two men, whose names were Eldad and Medad, had remained in the camp. They were 
listed among the elders, but did not go out to the tent. Yet the Spirit also rested on them, and 
they prophesied in the camp. 27 A young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are 
prophesying in the camp.” 28 Joshua son of Nun, who had been Moses’ aide since youth, 
spoke up and said, “Moses, my lord, stop them!” 29 But Moses replied, “Are you jealous for 
my sake? I wish that all the Lord’s people were prophets and that the Lord would put his 
Spirit on them!” 

I Imagine   
  
Sometimes people think that being a prophet means you have some kind of magical power to 
predict the future! But actually, in the Scriptures, the root meaning of both the Hebrew word 
navi and the Greek word prophetes simply means: someone who speaks on behalf of 
someone else – a spokesperson or envoy. So in the Bible a prophet is someone inspired by the 
Holy Spirit to speak on behalf of God today, speaking into a contemporary situation. 

Now prophecy – speaking on behalf of God – is obviously an awesome responsibility, not 
something to be taken lightly. Being a prophet requires personal humility and patient 
discernment  – it requires a mature community of faith, and wise servant-hearted  leaders 
with whom to seek confirmation –  and it requires a blend of creative imagination (because 
the Holy Spirit is endlessly creative) and solid theology (because the Holy Spirit will never 
contradict what God has already revealed to us in Christ). 

And there are two big risks for every prophet: the risk of saying too much – of being too bold, 
of confusing our own ideas born from our own limited and sinful ego with God’s vision for 
God’s world  – and the risk of saying too little – of being too timid, or even simply running 
away from our calling, like Jonah did! 

So above all, prophecy requires a heart of prayer. It requires a commitment to dwell with God 
in silence and stillness – to be aware of the presence of the Holy Spirit praying in us and 
through us – to be continually converted, challenged, and purified – to grow patiently in 
understanding. And it requires an openness to the promptings of the Spirit, as we look at the 
world around us, discern the “signs of the times”, and are given the words to say. 

 I Challenge Myself  
  
How do I feel about the idea that God might be calling me to be a prophet? Does it make me 
feel anxious, or excited? When I pray in the Spirit, am I expecting that God will equip me to 
be God’s spokesperson, and give me the words to say in a specific situation today? What 
would it mean for me to learn to “discern the signs of the times”? Can I remember a time 
when I maybe said too much … or too little?  
   



I Listen  

Let’s listen again to the scripture – maybe there’s a particular word or phrase that God will 
use to touch your heart today. 
  
Luke chapter 12 verses 11 and 12 
11 When they bring you before the synagogues, the rulers, and the authorities, do not worry 
about how you are to defend yourselves or what you are to say; 12 for the Holy Spirit will 
teach you at that very hour what you ought to say.’ 
  
 I Pray  
  
Holy Spirit, I want to be open to your calling for my life. I thank you for continuing to inspire 
me, and to renew my mind and heart. Holy Spirit, I want to hear the words you are speaking 
to my heart, and to be your spokesperson. I believe you are equal to all the challenges of our 
day; I believe the Gospel of Jesus Christ is still the Good News our hurting world desperately 
needs to hear. Please continue to guide and use me – and all God’s people – to be our 
Heavenly Father’s voice, and hands, and feet, in the world today. 

Come Lord Jesus. Come Holy Spirit. Amen.


