
1 July 

SPIRIT GIFTS 5 – Building up the Church 

I Focus Centring On God's Presence  

As I begin this time of prayer, I take time to still myself in the presence of God – time to 
breathe deeply, in and out –   remembering that it is the Holy Spirit who gives me life and 
renews me each day.  

1 Corinthians 15:26 
“What then shall we say, brothers and sisters? When you come together,  
each of you has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. 
Everything must be done so that the church may be built up.” 

Romans 12:10-12 
“Be devoted to one another in love. Honour one another above yourselves.  
Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervour, serving the Lord.  
Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.” 

In the silence I pray ...  

We come together as your body, the church. 

Help us to love one another with acts of service empowered by the spiritual gifts alive in each 
one of us. 

Help us to listen to one another … encourage one another with love gifts, word gifts and 
power gifts. 



We pray that your Holy Spirit would empower the church to reach new people in our 
community with the love of Christ. 

We pray that prayer that so many people have prayed throughout the centuries: 

“Come Holy Spirit” 

“Come Lord Jesus” 

“Come Holy Spirit” 

I Imagine  

This week, we’re learning more about the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives through 
spiritual gifts. Today we’re thinking about what it might mean for us to discover as sense of 
unity in the church as we each share our spiritual gifts in love. 

Imagine a church that is known for God’s presence, where people feel loved and where their 
needs are met in relationship with others. 

Imagine a church that is diverse in its expression of spiritual gifts, where no spiritual gift is 
more highly regarded than another. 

Imagine a church where no spiritual gifts is missing.  A church where evangelism is alive and 
well, leadership and pastoral care are strong, prophecy and exhortation encourage Christians 
in discipleship.  A church where helps, mercy and care are offered to people in need so that 
they feel God’s love. 

This is the church that the Holy Spirit desires, this is church that Jesus sent the disciples to go 
and build. 

I Challenge Myself  

How am I developing my spiritual gifts for the benefit of the church? 

How am I using my spiritual gifts to build up those in the sphere of influence where you have 
planted me? 

When was the last time that I gave testimony or acknowledgement to how God is using my 
spiritual gifts to draw others closer to Jesus? 

Have I given the glory to God for the power of the Holy Spirit at work in and thorough me? 

I Listen  

Am I listening to others and how they use their spiritual gifts? 

Am I listening to the Holy Spirit for opportunities to work with others to create unity in the 
body of Christ? 

Holy Spirit speak to me today about how you seek to use me for unity in the church. 

Hear these words from 1 Corinthians 12:12-13 
“Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body,  
so it is with Christ.  For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether 
Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.” 



I Pray  

Loving Lord, 

We pray for greater unity in your church.  We pray that Christians around the world may be 
the light of Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

We pray for renewal in the church, particularly here in this land.  May more people come to 
faith in Jesus as they listen to the still small voice of your spirit within. 

So speak to us as we continue the mission of Jesus,  

Speak to us Holy Spirit about where and when we are to use the spiritual gifts that you have 
given us, for the building of the church and the building of your kingdom here on earth as it 
is in heaven. 

We make this prayer in Jesus mighty name. 

Amen. 


